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National Institute of Standards and 
Technology

• Non-regulatory federal agency made up of about 
3,000 science and technology researchers

• NIST promotes U.S. innovation and industrial 
competitiveness by advancing measurement 
science, standards, and technology

• The Information Services Office (ISO) supports 
and enhances research activities of the NIST 
scientific community through a comprehensive 
program of knowledge management



History of NIST Grey Literature

• NIST Technical Series
– First published in 1902
– Comprised of 92 

technical report series 
and peer-reviewed 
Journal of Research of 
NIST

– Still publishing 19 
technical report series 
and Journal of Research 
of NIST

https://doi.org/10.6028/NBS.TN.1



Publish & Archive

• Unique responsibility for publishing new grey 
literature and archiving legacy documents

• Metadata and Publishing Librarians work 
together to employ methods for improving 
access and discoverability across the entire 
collection of grey literature



Discoverability

• Digitization project
– Internet Archive

• Discovery layer search
• GPO FDsys (govinfo)



Discoverability (cont’d)

• CrossRef* DOIs
• NIST.gov/publications 
• Google Scholar* 

(2012-present)
• Journal of Research 

of NIST
– PubMed Central
– Web of Science*
– Scopus*

*The identification of any commercial product or trade name does not imply endorsement 
or recommendation by the National Institute of Standards and Technology.



How to Evolve Grey Literature

Communicate with researchers

Create new publishing options & tools

Work on new ways to analyze impact

Enhance discoverability 



Questions?


