
ATN ASSISTS 3M WITH EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING

ABOUT 3M GUIN. 3M, located in Guin, Alabama, has been a mainstay in 
the Marion County community since 1955. What began as a cotton field and 
an initial building of 75,000 square feet is now a major manufacturing facility of 
over 500,000 square feet with over 300 employees. Their facility is part of 
3M’s Traffic Safety and Security Division where they manufacture reflective 
road signs and pavement marking materials that are sold around the world. 
About 40% of the products made in Guin are exported to other countries. 
Reflective products are also manufactured for the Commercial Solutions 
Division for advertising on trucks & trailers and for improved visibility of 
emergency response vehicles. The Advanced Materials Division manufactures 
glass bubbles, a lightweight filler material for many markets, and ceramic 
microspheres, a filler material in paints and coatings.

THE CHALLENGE. 3M Guin has on-site emergency response personnel 
that requires them to have an annual Refresher for Hazardous Waste 
Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER) and Confined Space 
Rescue. Since 2003, ATN has assisted 3M Guin with miscellaneous projects 
including Internal Auditing of their ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 management 
systems as well as HAZWOPER Refresher training.

MEP CENTER'S ROLE. ATN provided an on-site 8-hour HAZWOPER 
Refresher training to select members of the 3M Guin emergency response 
team. This training was customized to incorporate emergency response with 
confined space rescue. For this refresher, the ATN Hazmat trailer was 
transported to the 3M Guin site in order to involve participants in hands-on 
using our emergency response equipment. This combination of lecture with 
hands-on activities provided an effective, and meaningful, learning 
environment to recreate real-life emergency response scenarios. The training 
was well received by participants and prepared them for actual emergencies 
that could occur on the 3M Guin site involving chemical releases, confined 
spaces and protecting life safety.

"ATN has been an integral training partner to 3M Guin since 2003. They 
have provided our annual HAZWOPER and Confined Space Rescue 
training that has helped to kept our response team safe and our site free 
from chemical spills or OSHA fines. This training has provided 3M Guin 
avoidance cost impacts of well over $250,000 in reduction of workman’s 
compensation claims and potential accidents. I would recommend ATN to 
any business needing ESH training because they are always responsive to 
our needs and even haul their hazmat trailer on-site to help us do 
necessary hands-on drills. The training is always very interactive, and 
Robert Tomlinson and Bruce Perdue bring an extra dose of fun to the 
class to make it more enjoyable and memorable!"

-Jacob E Spillers, EHS and Quality Manager
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