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GENEDGE ALLIANCE PREPARES DRAKE EXTRUSION, INC., FOR
QUALIFYING AND LAUNCHING TWO NEW
BIODEGRADABLE/SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

ABOUT DRAKE EXTRUSION INC. For over two decades, Drake
Extrusion, Inc., of Martinsville, Virginia, has led the colored polypropylene fiber
industry in North America where it employs over 180 workers. A subsidiary of
Duroc AB’s International Fibres Group, Drake makes yarn for several markets,
including automotive, home furnishings, rugs, and carpeting, as well as
geotextiles for construction sites.

THE CHALLENGE. For many years, GENEDGE, part of the MEP National
Network™, has provided service delivery to Drake addressing various needs.
Since 2021, Drake has been a participant in the GO Virginia Reshoring
Program assisting companies grow their capacity and capabilities. One result
from the program has been biodegradability and sustainability testing support
to aid Drake in its product development and branding decision-making. Drake
reached out to GENEDGE for promotional marketing support to include
channel approach content around two new products.

MEP CENTER'S ROLE. GENEDGE worked with an approved third-party
contractor to develop creative concepts for a sustainability integration into the
current website. After creative concepts - which involved evaluating others in
the ESG space (environmental, sustainable and green) - GENEDGE and the
approved third party helped to isolate the top messages to be communicated,
along with the targets for those messages including product boilerplate and
supportive key benefit states for the two new products. Navigation and
marketing objectives were defined, and draft copy developed, then
incorporated into a custom page template layouts for approval.

"Drake Extrusion’s marketplace is requesting a more diversified
polypropylene product portfolio for addressing our emerging clients’
needs for environmental, sustainable and green (ESG) solutions.
GENEDGE previously has provided us consistent business services
support with quality, lean and process improvement initiatives. We
decided to approach them with the opportunity of assisting us with our
ESG product commercialization, testing and branding needs. Their
expertise and network helped us develop a product launch/branding
strategy supported by biodegradability test (ASTM D5511) results
demonstrating our processing capabilities. This demonstrated
biodegradability capability resonates well for our emerging clients. We
appreciate GENEDGE’s support on our journey."

-Stewatrt Little, VP Marketing & Sales

VIRGINIA
SUCCESS STORY

RESULTS

25 anticipated jobs created or
retained

$15,900,000 in anticipated

0 new or retained sales

$145,000 in risk analysis
anticipated

$60,000 in anticipated new
investment

CONTACT US

32 Bridge Street S, Suite 200
Martinsville, VA 24112-6216

0 (276)666-8890 x221
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