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WORKING AT THE SPEED OF THE CUSTOMER DROVE PUTCO’S
MILLION-DOLLAR DEAL

ABOUT PUTCO INC. Located in Des Moines, lowa, Putco Inc. is a 50-year-
old designer, distributor, and manufacturer of high-quality automotive and
truck accessories.

THE CHALLENGE. Putco needed to evaluate the porosity of an aluminum
vehicle part in a matter of days to secure a large contract. Putco had put out
inquiries to private contractors to do industrial X-rays of cast aluminum units
that it had purchased. They wanted to make sure these items met quality
standards. All metal castings have some degree of imperfection, but with
these, it was important to document that they didn’t have significant porosity
that would compromise strength in critical regions. CIRAS, part of the MEP
National Network™, was the first to respond with a plan.

MEP CENTER'S ROLE. CIRAS tested the pieces from Putco using its in-
house x-ray equipment to generate a 3D-like file, computed tomography. This
file can be manipulated to display virtual slices of the parts for evaluation,
similar to a medical CT scan. With this testing information, Putco secured a
contract that increased sales by a million dollars retained another million in
existing sales, and allowed the manufacturer to retain two positions.

"We were in a pickle, and CIRAS had visited us a couple of times, so we
reached out to them. It’s paid off."

-Nick Niemeyer, Engineer

IOWA
SUCCESS STORY

RESULTS

@ 2 jobs retained
0 $1,000,000 in increased sales
e $1,000,000 in retained sales

CONTACT US

lowa State University
1805 Collaboration Place,
Suite 2300

Ames, |IA 50010-9165

0 (515)294-3420
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